Basic Bible Stories (Nepali and English)
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1. God Creates the Unseen World

| Timothy 1:17, Psalms 103: 20-21, 148:2,5, Job
28: 4-7; Jude 1:6, Joshua 2:4, Eph. 6:11-12, John
1:1-2, 4:24, 8:44, Matthew 9:34, 25:41, | Timothy
1:17, Revelation 12:3-10

In the beginning there was God. God was in Spirit.
There was no one aside from Him. He was all
alone. He created numerous angelic spiritual beings
to serve and worship Him. Those angelic beings
praise and worship God. Some created angelic
beings became evil. They did something that did
not please God and left their place. They became
Satan and demons. Satan is a liar and a deceiver.
These fallen angelic beings are tormenting God’s
creation to this very day. But God said, “Cast them
into hell.” He committed them to pits of darkness,
reserved for judgment.”
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2. God Creates the World and Man
Genesis 1-2

God was in the beginning and after creating the
unseen world, He created the earth. The earth was
empty, without form and everywhere darkness was
over the seas. The Spirit of God was moving over
the waters. And God said, "Let there be light” and
immediately there was light

God looked at the light and it was good. After that,
God separated the light and the dark and called
them day and night.

After that, He separated the water and sky. He said,
“Let the land and seas be separated,” and
immediately it was so. "Let the land produce
varieties of seeds, seedlings and trees that grow
fruits," He said and it was so. And to divide the
days, nights, years and seaons, He said, "Let there
be light!" and it was so.

He made a sun for day, a moon for night and
created countless stars. Then He said, "Let there be
various creatures small and large to swim in the
waters, fly in the sky, walk and graze on the land!"
and immediately it was so.

After finishing creating, at the end of the sixth day,
from the mud of the earth God created man in His
own image and in His own likeness. After blowing
the breath of life in his nose, the man became alive
and God named him Adam. All created things were
good.

God gave Adam authority over all the creatures
and Adam named all the creatures. God said, "It is
not good for man to be alone so I will make a
suitable mate.” But after not finding a suitable mate
among all the creatures, God put Adam in a deep
sleep and taking a rib from his body and making a
woman, brought her to Adam who immediately
accepted her saying, "Oh, this is a suitable mate for
me!"

God placed them in the beautiful garden to look
after it. God caused all different kinds of fruits
needed by man to grow there and in the middle of
the garden God also placed a tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Adam and the woman stayed in the garden. They
were both naked but had no sense of shame. They
fellowshipped with God. And God blessed all the
creatures saying, "Be fruitful and multiply.” At that
time Adam and the woman lived in the garden.
They had great joy and peace.

In this way after creating all things within six days,
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3. Sin and Death Enter the World
Genesis 2:16-17,3

When God put Adam and the woman in the garden,
He gave them one command, “You may freely eat
the fruit of every tree in the garden but not the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
on the day you eat it you will certainly die."

Adam and the woman stayed quite happy in
fellowship with God. One day among all the living
creatures, Satan's spirit came into the clever
serpent. Entering the garden, he said to the woman,
"Has God said that you may not eat of the fruit of
any trees in the garden?" The woman said to the
serpent, “We can eat every fruit from the trees
except from the tree in the middle of the garden.
'Don't eat or touch this tree's fruit or you will die,’
He has said." Again the serpent deceptively said to
the woman, “No, if you eat the fruit you will not
die. God knows that the day you eat the fruit your
eyes will be opened, and knowing good and evil,
you will be like God."

After hearing these words of serpant, the woman
saw that the fruit was good for food and pleasing to
the eyes, and the thing to make one as wise as God.
The desire for it increased in her, and plucking the
tree's fruit, she ate and gave it to her husband. He
also ate and immediately their eyes opened. An
Plucking fig leaves they covered their shame.

After dusk, as God was walking around the garden,
hearing His voice they hid, but God called Adam,
"Adam, where are you?” Adam said, “Hearing
your voice in the garden | was afraid and hid
because I was naked.” God asked, "Who said that
you were naked? Did you eat from the tree | told
you not to eat from?" The man said, “The woman
you have given me as a companion, she gave to me
and I ate.”

And God said to the woman, "What is this that you
did?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me
and | ate.”

Then God, cursing the serpent said, "Because you
have done this, you will slink on your belly and
survive by eating dirt all your life. And I will put
enmity between your offspring and the woman's
offspring. You will wound his foot but he will
crush your head.” And to the woman He said, "I
will increase your pain in childbirth and your
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children will be born with trouble. But your desire
will be for your husband and he will rule over
you.”

After that, God said to Adam, "Because you
listened to your wife and ate the fruit of the tree
which | said you were not to eat, the earth has been
cursed. Therefore all your life in hardship and
sweaty work you will grow your food and eat. You
are made of mud and you will return to mud.”

Then Adam named his wife Eve. After punishing
them, God expelled them from the garden so they
wouldn't eat from the tree of life and live forever in
sin. In this way, because man willfully disobeyed
God's command, sin and death entered man's life
and the relation between man and God was
separated.
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4. Man Starts To Kill Man (Cain and
Abel)
Genesis 4:1-16, Hebrew 11:4, 1 John3:12

After Adam and Eve were expelled from the
garden, Eve became pregnant and gave a birth to a
boy and they named him Cain. And again Eve gave
birth to another boy and they named him Abel.
Cain became a farmer working in the fields and
Abel became a shepherd.

One day Cain brought part of his produce as an
offering to the Lord and his younger brother Abel
offered the best firstborn lamb of his flock to Lord.
God accepted Abel and his offering but didn’t
accept Cain and his offering.

Cain became angry and his face darkened and he
considered Killing his brother. God asked, “Oh
Cain, why is your face dark? If you do well, will
you not have honor? But if you do wrong, sin is
waiting at the door, desiring to have you, but you
must master it."

Cain said to his brother, "Come. Let us go into the
field." In the field, Cain attacked and killed his
brother.

Then God asked, “Cain, where is your brother?"
And he said, “I don't know. What, am I my
brother’s keeper?" God said, “What have you
done? Your brother’s blood is crying to me from
the ground. You are cursed from the earth whose
mouth opened to take your brother’s blood from
your hand. No longer will the earth give you her
fruit. You will be a fugitive wandering over the
earth."”

Cain said to God, "My punishment is more than |
can handle. I will be a fugitive fleeing over the
earth and whoever finds me will put me to death.”
But God said, “It won't be like that. If Cain is put
to death, seven times more revenge will be taken."
And the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one
would Kill him. So Cain went from God's presence,
and started living in another place.




Basic Bible Stories (Nepali and English)

Y. A& T A d
IR §,95,2:9-99,3 T 1Y

ATTH T FEATH] A ek Hed 1§ 89
TC | TEMT G AAGEed] T dg] TAl
Al § WIHAes IRHYARATs AT AY A
T g7l T AIMEes A4, g9 T HHAT Wi 9
g% WU | A @Y WHeER gfad gAeEr
TI9AT, Ao gfte TRl AtHadrs geEe |
Hiclawg & WG, & T¥ S, & ATHIITH]
qell, Fereng feawd O aATCRET WAt g9
ARTHT |

TR TG T At g9t ¥ e
HETITHAl ¥ AT AUE TAHAT T Tl
“Bel QETHT VTR 9o HIHGEeAg I T
faurr et g, d AT TS FArSd T A%l
qfvarRars ¥ de Sifad GOl UE-UE Srer
AT T4 STeTst 9 s 17

AT SE FgAred ge W iy
HMHeears AT qT9aTe ®ibd T qe=marT
TR [T ATST ARMEN SR ARAT TER
TG TE A FEA IR HT GAAA | ST eI
IgATs [F&ATT qF ATl IWHYERS WA ATER
o YTofihl Th-Uh SISl HTel Giel T gehl
qRARATS BT (7 Tg | AEdleg qRHYaRe
AAE  fad = AdGE HIAIR 9Tl
IS Ol & JeATHl A 3R] STSEe I
T | AT AeTAHT AR Yol ATEE G
HIE, S ST T 9T018s S JAgHT 0¥ T AL
|

T qF g9 [aqa¥q gl gdg =dA
T URHYARS AT URARATs ARRAAAT ¥
JATH FAATSCATAT | STHHT HRI AR TS
TaT ITAl ¥ THE @ T2 | BRERAuE,
RIARS IRSAT, AT | faur aiEr T o
yrfiesars Sersare affex T |7 T AT
Y X | ATATT THT AT AL TIHIATHATS
goae fau | wHYERE T YEw IHEAr ¥
IHHI ATATHRIATHT G gAwar | A wiY
WHIARA  A(ATATs A=(wal ‘997 JToiers
aerrdr e aweafa fer o faedeeers
ATERTHT M 8¢k Sia-sirard fadg | av o«
fodiee wmewmRr At & o7 wrel et
AT =M TG |

EdfE " e ‘hee-tew 18

Page 7

5. God Judges Evil By Flood
Genesis 6-8; 9:1-17; 2 Peter 2:5

Adam and Eve's descendents were fruitful and
multiplied. The number of people on the earth grew
and they started doing things God didn't like. And
man's thoughts, words, and deeds became evil.
Seeing this, God was grieved and He said, "I will
destroy man whom | created as well as the animals
that graze and fly in the sky - all of them - because
| am sorry that | made them."

But God saw among that generation a man named
Noah who was righteous and without blame. And
He had mercy on him and said, "I have decided to
destroy all mankind except your family. Build a
huge vessel, bring your family and a male and
female of each kind of creature inside."

And as Noah started building the vessel, he kept
preaching to all the people around about the
coming judgment: that they should repent and turn
from their sin toward righteousness. But nobody
listened to him. When Noah finished building the
vessel, He did according to what God said and
brought his family inside and a male and female of
each animal. After that, God poured a torrential
rain for 40 days and nights until the highest points
of the world were covered. Every living creature
but those inside Noah's vessel drowned and died in
the flood.

The level of water did not decrease for 150 days
and God remembered Noah's family and started a
wind blowing. Because of the wind, the level of the
water started to go down and the land appeared.
After some time Then God said, "Noah, take your
family and all the living creatures out of the
vessel," and Noah did that. And Noah sacrificed an
animal to give thanks to God. God accepted that
and was pleased with his obedience. And again
God said to Noah, "As | have provided grass for
the animals, so | am giving every animal as food
for you. But when you kill them for food, do not
eat their blood."

After that, God blessed all living creatures to be
fruitful and fill the earth. Promising never to again
destroy through such a flood, He gave the rainbow
as a sign.

After this, Noah's descendents started filling the
whole earth, according to God's blessing.
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6. God Divides Many Languages
Genesis 11:1-9

Noah’s descendents were fruitful and increased on
the earth. When they were wandering from the
east, they came to a stretch of flatland and there
started their dwelling place. Their language was
one. They advised one another, “Come, let's build
ourselves a city and a tower that reaches heaven.
Let's make ourselves famous and not be scattered
across the Earth." Then they started working.
When God understood their plan, He confused
their language and in this way after their language
was confused; they couldn’t continue their work
building the city and tower. After that God
scattered people all over the earth and the people
multiplied and increased throughout the earth with
their own languages and cultures. In this way many
different languages started.
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7. Abraham’s Call and Promise
Genesis 12:1-5, 15:1-6, 13-14

After some time when people increased with their
own languages and cultures, they grew in sin and
wicked ways. Among that evil generation, God
chose one man named Abraham. He lived with his
own family. Abraham’s wife's name was Sara and
she was barren. God said to Abraham, "Leave your
country and your people and your father's house
and go to the land I show you. From you | will
raise a great nation and | will bless you. I will
make your name famous and you'll be a source of
blessing. I'll bless those who bless you and curse
those who curse you. All the families of the earth
will be blessed through you.”

As soon as Abraham got God’s command, he took
his family and left his place and relatives. After
some time, God again said to Abraham, “Abraham,
don’t be afraid. | am your shield and your reward
will be exceedingly great.” But Abraham said,
“God what have you given me unti now because I
have no child and now will another be heir of my
property?" God said, “Your own son will be the
heir of your property.” And God took Abraham
outside and said, “Look at the sky. Can you count
the stars? | will make your descendents like the
stars in the sky, but your descendents will be in
another country's suppression for 400 years. | will
judge those who suppress them and after that they
will come out, taking many riches from there."
Abraham believed God and was considered
righteous. In this way, God called Abraham and
gave him a promise.
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8. God Tests Abraham’s Faith
Genesis 22:1-19

Although Abraham and his wife Sara were very
old, they had no child. But God miraculously gave
them a son in their old age. They named their son,
Isaac. They loved their son very much.

One day God tested Abraham’s and said,
“Abraham! Take your dearly-loved only son Isaac,
and go give him as an offering on the mountain |
show you." Immediately after Abraham received
God's command, he silently rose early in the
morning with his son, lIsaac, and took his two
servants, a donkey, and the things needed for an
offering and went to the place God told him. After
walking for three days and in the morning finally
seeing the place, Abraham told his servants, “Stay
here and take care of the donkey. | and my son will
go farther and we will return after worshipping.”
Then Abraham went with fire and a knife in his
hand for sacrificing his son while Isaac carried the
firewood. While they were walking together, Isaac
asked, "Father, we have fire and wood but where is
the lamb for the offering?" Abraham said, “Son,
God Himself will give the lamb for the burnt
offering.”

After some time, they reached the mountain God
told them and making the altar, piled the wood in
place on top. Then also tying up his own son, Isaac,
he put him on the firewood on the altar. Only after
Abraham raised the knife to kill his son, suddenly
an angel called Abraham from afar and said, “
Abraham, Abraham! Don’t stretch out your hand
against the boy to do anything to him. Now | am
certain that the fear of God is in your heart,
because you have not kept back your son, your
only son, from me."

Abraham saw a sheep caught by its horns in the
brushwood and he took the sheep and made a
burned offering of it in place of his son, Isaac. And
he named that place “God provides.” Again God
spoke to Abraham through the angel, “I have taken
an oath by my name that because you obeyed me
and did not hold back from me your only son, |
will certainly bless you and make your offspring
increase like the stars of the sky and the sand of the
seaside. Through your offspring, all the nations of
the earth will be blessed, because you obeyed my
word."

After hearing the voice of God’s angel, Abraham
returned to his servants and went with them.

In this way God tested the faith of Abraham.
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9. God's People in Egypt
Genesis 37, 39-46

Isaac's son, Jacob who was also called Israel, had
twelve sons. Joseph was the eleventh son whom
Jacob loved so much that he had made a colourful
coat for him. Seeing that their father loved Joseph
more than them, Joseph's brothers were jealous and
spoke to him in spiteful ways. Joseph had a dream
and told it to his brothers. In the dream's meaning,
his brothers bowed before him. That made them
even more angry at him. One day when Joseph had
gone out in the fields, the brothers sold Joseph to
foreign businessman and put his clothes in the
blood of animal and brought it to their father. They
showed their father the blood-covered cloth to
demonstrate that Joseph had been killed by wild
animals. Hearing this news, Jacob mourned for his
son. But Joseph was sold by the businessman into
the hand of a royal officer of Egypt. God was with
Joseph so blessing came upon the family where
Joseph was living. Seeing his faith, the master gave
him responsibility over all things of the house. But
the master's wife falsely accused him and had him
put into prison.

Although Joseph was in prison, God was with him.
He was given responsibility of all the prisoners in
the jail. Two of the king’s servants were also in
prison and Joseph interpreted their dreams. After
some time, the king also had a dream and hearing
that Joseph could tell the meaning of dreams,
called him to the palace. The king told Joseph his
dream and because God gave Joseph the meaning
of the king's dream, Joseph explained the dream:
"There will be seven years of plenty and seven
years of hunger." Seeing that this man had the
Spirit of God, the king gave him authority over the
land of Egypt. During the seven years of plenty,
being the authorized person, Joseph stored up extra
food. He stored great amounts of food in a big
warehouse. When the time of the plenty ended, a
famine started in all the countries. But only in
Egypt was food stored. In the famine time, Jacob
sent his ten sons to the land of Egypt to buy some
food. When they got there, Joseph's brothers
bowed down to him. Joseph told his brothers that
he was their younger brother. When they heard
this, they were terrified but Joseph said, "This all is
God’s plan. Go and bring father and all the family
here.”

In this way all the family of Jacob came to Egypt
and started living there.
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10. Moses Birth and Calling
Exodus 1, 4:1-17

Jacob’s descendents started living many years in Egypt
with joy. Jacob, Joseph and that generation all died but
the number of Israelites grew and filled all the land.
Another King who didn’t know Joseph started ruling.
Seeing that the Israelities were increasing in Egypt, he
said to his subjects, “If these Israelities keep increasing,
they will rise and rebel against us." So they gave the
Israelites hard work to make them suffer. But the
Israelites' population kept increasing. Then the King
ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill the sons of the
Israelites at birth but allow the girls to live. But these
women feared God and didn’t obey the king’s order.

Again the king ordered his subjects to throw in the river
any sons born to the Israelites but leave the girls alive.
At that time, a beautiful child was born to the priestly
tribe. His mother hid him for three months but couldn’t
hide him any longer. So she wrapped the baby and
placed him in a basket to float on the river. At that time
the king’s daughter was in the river to take a bath.
Finding the baby boy, brought him home and named
him Moses. Moses grew up in the palace. One day
Moses saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and Moses
went and killed the Egyptian. Thinking the king may
hear about this, Moses escaped to another country.
Settling there, he married a man's daughter and started
looking after his sheep.

After many years, the king of Egypt died and the
Israelites cried to God for deliverance from their
hardships. Remembering his promise to Abraham, God
turned His attention toward them. One day as Moses
took his father-in-law's sheep to graze, he reached
God’s mountain. There in a burning bush, an angel
appeared. Moses came close to see this bush that was
burning but not consumed and God said, “Take off your
shoes because the ground where you are standing is
holy. Look, | have heard the prayers of the Israelites
and have seen their suffering. 1 will deliver them from
slavery and take them to the country of milk and honey.
I am sending you to the king.” Moses answered, “Who
am [ to go do this great thing?" Again God spoke, “I
have sent you and will be with you. This is the sign that
these things will be: when the Israelis have left Egypt,
they will come to this mountain and worship. Tell them
that God has sent you. The religious leaders will hear
you and you will go to the king and request 'Let our
people go three days out to the desert to give offerings
to our God.' But the king will not let you go. At that
time, 1 will do miraculous things through you and he
will let you go. But you will not go with empty hands.
You will take many of their possessions and go." Moses
said, "What do | do if they don't believe?" Then God
said, "Throw the staff in your hand on the ground!"
Moses threw it and instantly the staff became a snake
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and Moses was afraid and ran. Then God said, "Catch it
by the tail!" Moses caught it and it turned back into a
staff. Moses said to God, "God | can't speak well, so
please send another." God said to Moses, "l will send
your brother Aaron with you. Also take your staff with
which you will do wonderful things." In this way God
called Moses’ to deliver the Israelites.
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11. Plagues in Egypt & Deliverance
Exodus 5-15

According to the command of God, Moses and Aaron
went to the king and said, "God said, 'Let my people to
go out to the unfertile land to celebrate a festival." The
King replied, "I don't know who God is and I will not
let you go." Even after requesting many times the King
didn't let them out. Instead, he made the Israelities do
more hard work and started to persecute them. Moses
went to God and said, "Since the day | went to the king,
my people are suffering more than before. Have you
sent me there for this?" God said to Moses, "Go to
Israelites and tell them, 'l will deliver you and take you
to the land which | have promised to Abraham. You
will be my people and I will be your king." Go to the
king and when he tells you to do a miraculous thing, tell
Aaron to throw down his hand staff." So in that way
they threw their staff in front of the king and it turned
into a snake. The king called his magicians and they
also made snakes by their staffs; but Aaron's snake
killed the king's magician's snakes. When they saw this
their heart was still obstinate and they didn't let the
people out. The next day, God changed water into
blood, but still the king didn't let them out. After some
days, there were frogs throughout the land of Egypt. In
this way through Moses and Aaron, God sent many
plagues but the king didn't let the Israelites go.

Then God said to Moses, "Now | will bring the final
plagues. Then only will this King let you out. Tell your
people that during the night, I will pass through Egypt
and kill every firstborn male, both animals and humans.
During the whole night a weeping sound will be heard
such as has never been heard before. Tell Israelites that
in every house they should kill an animal to eat, take the
blood and spread it on the top and sides of the door
where they're eating the meal. They should eat this meal
quickly, wearing their clothes, shoes and taking the staff
in their hand. This festival will be known as the
Passover festival. During that night | will pass through
Egypt and kill every firstborn male, but I will pass over
those houses that have blood on the door. No one will
die there but you should leave from there."

As God commanded, the Israelites obeyed his word and
in the middle of the night God passed through and
killed every firstborn male, both animals and humans.
All over Egypt there was loud wailing and mourning
because someone died in every house. In the same
night, the king allowed the Israelites to go out and
worship God. They went taking all the property of the
Egyptians.

In this way when the king heard that the Israelis had
gone out, he ordered his Egyptian soldiers to stop them.
They tried chasing the Israelites to the edge of the sea.
Moses stretched the staff in his hand toward the sea
which divided into two parts. In this way, the Israelites
went through the middle of the sea. When the Egyptians
came the same way and reached the middle, Moses
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pointed his staff toward the water and it returned,
drowning the soldiers to death. When the Israelites saw
this they started trusting and obeying God and they
worshipped Him. In this way, God delivered them from
400 years of slavery.
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12. Ten Commandments and Idol

Worship
Exodus 19:1-3; 20:1-17; 32:1-28

After the Israelites left Egypt and journeyed some
months, they reached God's mountain, put up their tents
and started living there. God took Moses to the
mountain and gave him ten commands on how to
worship God and how people should behave and relate
to each other, and this is what they were: Don’t make
Idols. Do not abuse God's name. Keep the seventh day
holy. Honor your father and mother. Don’t kill, steal,
violate marriage, covet, or give false witness. And the
most important thing God said was, "l am the one true
God who delivered you from the slavery of Egypt and
brought you here, so don't worship or serve anyone but
Me."

Moses went to the foot of the mountain and told the
people what God said and the people hearing it were
excited saying, "We will do all that God said!" The next
morning, Moses made an altar and sacrificed an animal
as an offering to God. He took some of the blood and
sprinkled it on the people saying, "This blood is a
reminder that God promises to watch over the Israelites
and we promise to obey God.” Then Moses went to the
mountain and for 40 days and nights stayed with God.
God gave him stone tablets on which His laws were
written. After a while when Moses had not returned and
the people started wondering what happened to him,
they told Aaron, "Make us a god, something familiar to
us, something that we can carry along with us." And so
Aaron gathered up all of their gold and worked it into
the shape of a calf. Then the people bowed down to this
golden calf. They set up an altar in front of it and gave
sacrifices to it saying, "Look! This is our God who led
us out of Egypt."

God saw all of this and said, "Moses, do you see this?
Do my commands mean nothing to them? That's it! I'm
going to destroy them. Moses said, "Oh God! Do you
really want to do that? You've been so good to your
people for so long. What would the Egyptians say? You
took them out of Egypt just to kill them all in the
mountains? And what about your promise to Abraham,
that his descendants would be as many as the stars in
the sky?”” Hearing this, God changed his mind.

Moses walked back down the mountain, carrying the
stone tablets of God's laws. When he saw the people
dancing around the golden calf, he became very angry!
He destroyed the golden calf and angrily said to Aaron,
"Aaron, how could you let this happen? Is there any
worse evil you could let these people get into?" Aaron
just gave excuses for his actions. So Moses took a step
back and looked again at all the evil that was happening
around him and he knew exactly what to do. He went
out to the edge of the camp and yelled out for anyone
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who was still a true follower of God to come out and
stand with him. One by one those who accepted Moses'
words came out and joined him. And three thousand
people who rejected Him died.
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13. David and the Eternal Kingdom
1 Samuel 16:23; 18:5-11; 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 7:1-11, 16:8-11

After the Israelites crossed the red sea, they were
confused living many years in the unfertile land.
But God remembered His promise to Abraham and
He gave them victory over many other nations and
brought them to the Promised Land. When they
arrived at the Promised Land they asked God to
provide them a king and God gave them one. But
that king did things God didn't like so God left him
and determined to select a new king. But for some
years the old king stayed as ruler. There was man
named Samuel who told people the things of God.
God said to him, "Go to Bethlehem without
notifying the king. There among a man's sons
anoint one of as king."

Samuel went to the Bethlehem and prepared an
offering for God and invited that man and his sons.
Seeing the oldest son, Samuel tried to anoint him
as king but God said, "I don't look at man's outside
but I look at his heart." In this way the man's seven
sons came in order, standing before Samuel but
God said, "None of these are my chosen one." And
Samuel asked that man, "Do you have another
son?" The man replied, "My youngest son has gone
to field to graze the sheep." Samuel said, "Call
him." They brought the youngest son and his name
was David. God told Samuel, "Anoint this one as
king." Samuel anointed David as king. The Spirit
of God came on David and he became powerful.

God took His Spirit from the old king and from
then on much suffering entered his life. Hearing
from his counselors that if David were to play
music for him he would get relief from his
suffering, he called David to his palace. David
started living with the king. When there was war
with other countries, David also went with the
King's troops and they won victories over their
enemies. So the Israelites started praising David.
When the King saw this, he was jealous and tried
to kill David. For 15 years David hid from the eyes
of the king and when the king died, the Israelites
made David king. He made his palace in the
Jerusalem. God sent another person like Samuel to
David and said, "David, | have chosen you when
you were small. | have killed your enemies and
kept you safe. | will make your descendents' name
famous. Your descendent will make a temple for
me and his kingdom will last forever.”

And David offered a prayer of thanks to God.

In this way, God chose David and gave him
promise of the Eternal Kingdom.
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14. Elijah Proves the True God
1 Kings 12:25-30, 17:1; 18:16-43

David was king over Israel for many years. Then
his son became the king of Israel and was faithful
to God for many years. He even had a temple built
for God. But later in life, David's son rejected God.
So after his death the kingdom was divided into
two parts: the northern kingdom and southern
kingdoms. After some time, the king of southern
kingdom said to his people, “People of Israel, look:
here are the gods that brought you out of Egypt.”
So the people began worshipping these golden
calves as well as the god named Baal.

Then God sent his spokesman named Elijah to the
king of northern kingdom. He said to the king,
“There will be neither dew nor rain in next few
years.” And it happened as he said. The rivers
were dried up and there was famine in the land.
Therefore the king called to Elijah, and asked,
“Why you have brought troubles upon us?” Elijah
replied, “You have brought trouble upon youselves
by worshipping a false god, Baal, and disobeyed
the law of God.

“Now you call all the spokesmen of false god Baal
to the mountaintop. The king called all people and
Elijah stood among them and said, “Oh people!
How long will you stay confused? If God of Israel
shows that He’s more powerful, then serve him.
But if Baal shows his power, then you can serve
him instead.” There were 450 of Baal’s spokesmen.
Then Elijah told them, “Let us make one alter each,
and put a sacrificed animal on firewood of alter,
but no one set fire to it. You call upon Baal and |
will call upon my God to set the alter on fire, the
one who answered our prayer by fire will be the
true God.” All agreed with him.

They killed a bull and set it on the altar. They
started dancing around the altar and calling out to
Baal, asking him to set their sacrifice on fire. They
danced around and around but no answer came.
Then Elijah said to them, "Maybe Baal is taking a
nap. So the 450 spokesmen danced around more
and they shouted even louder. They cut themselves
and blood was all over the place, but still nothing
happened. Then Elijah built an altar. He took a
bull, killed it, and the blood flowed out. Then he
cut the bull in pieces and put it on the altar. Elijah
dug a ditch around the altar and said to some
people nearby, "Go get some water and bring it
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here and pour it on the sacrifice.” So, the people
came back and poured the water on the sacrifice.
The sacrifice was dripping wet and the trench that
Elijah dug was full of water. Elijah got up and said
to God, "Oh, God, show these people that you are
the one true God. At that moment, fire came down
from heaven and destroyed the sacrifice. The
people there fell down on the ground and said,
"The God of Israel is our God; the God of Israel is
our God." Elijah prayed on the mountain and God
sent a great rain. In this way, Elizah proved the
Lord is true God.
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15. Promise of the Coming Savior

After God showed His power on the mountain in
the northern kingdom, the people started
worshiping Him. But after some time, they again
stopped worshipping the true God and started
worshipping false gods. So God sent foreign army
troops that army attacked and took them to make
them slaves. The people of the southern kingdom
sometimes worshipped God and sometimes didn't.
When they did worship the true God, He protected
them and gave them victory over their enemies.
But when these people disobeyed God, He used to
give their enemies victory over them.

At that time in the kingdom, God sent a man
named Jeremiah to speak for Him and warn the
Israelites what would happen if they kept on
worshipping false gods.

Jeremiah said to people, "God has many times sent
His people to make you to understand not to
worship false gods. If you stop worshipping false
gods and worship the True God, you will be able to
stay in this land. But you have ignored His words.
So God will allow foreign armies to attack you,
destroy your country, make you slaves and take
you away. You will all suffer sorrow and
hardship."

It happened just as Jeremiah said. Foreign troops
captured their country and broke all the walls. They
captured their king and killed his sons in front of
him. They destroyed the palace and temple. They
took the people for slavery.

Two other people like Jeremiah had also spoken
like this, "A King who will rescue all Israelis from
their sorrows will be born from a virgin's womb in
Bethlehem, the decendent of David. He will rule
with justice in wisdom and truth. He will live his
life as a sacrifice for man's sin. Although being
innocent, He will be pierced for people's sin and by
His wounds, people will be healed. He will be like
a silent lamb led to be slaughtered and He will
suffer all things and stay obedient to the death. But
God will raise Him alive from death and make him
great and powerful over all."

In this way it was told about the Savior many years
before His coming
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16. The Birth of Jesus

Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2, Matthew 1:18-21 Luke 1:23-38;
2:1-20

As it was told many years earlier by men who
spoke on behalf of God, there was an angel of God
that came to the virgin Mary who was engaged to
Joseph and said, "You will conceive by the power
of God's Spirit and give birth to a baby boy who
will be great and known as the Son of God. He will
rule on the throne of David and there will be no
end to His rule.” Mary believed his words. But
when Joseph found out that she was pregnant, he
considered secretly leaving her. But an angel of
God spoke to him in a dream saying, "All these
things have come from the Spirit of God. So don't
be afraid to accept her. She will give birth to a
baby boy and you will name him Jesus, for He will
deliver His people from their sin." Joseph accepted
her.

At that time, the ruler of that region announced that
all people must go to their own village to register
for a census. For that, they also went to the town of
David called Bethlehem. At that time, Mary's time
to give birth to a son arrived. Because of the many
people, there was no resting place for them, and so
they stayed in a barn. There she gave birth to a son
and wrapping him in a cloth, placed him in a
manger to sleep. Nearby there were shepherds
tending their sheep. An angel of God appeared to
them. They were afraid but the angel said, "Do not
fear. Look, | announce to you joyful news that is
for all people. Today, in the city of David a Savior
has been born, who is Christ the Lord. This will be
a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped with
cloth sleeping in a manger."

At that time, a group of angels glorified God. Then
the shepherds hurried and went there and found the
baby wrapped in cloth and sleeping in a manager.
The shepherds told people all that the angels said
and all the listeners were amazed. Having seen
everything just as the angels had said, the
shepherds returned praising and glorifying God. In
this way Christ was born just as God had promised.
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17. Jesus is Baptised and Tested

Matthew 3:1-3,11,13; 4:1-11; Luke 2:52, 3:21-22; 4:14,
31-44

After Jesus was born, like an ordinary boy he grew
in body, wisdom and in God's grace. At that time
there was man named John who was preaching
about repentance and the kingdom of God,
baptizing people in a river and saying about Jesus
Christ, "I give you baptism only by water but the
One coming after me is more powerful than me and
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire."
Jesus also came to John to be baptized in water.
John tried to stop Jesus, saying, "You come to me?
Instead, | need to be baptised by you." But Jesus
said, "For now let this happen. In this way we have
to fulfill all righteousness." Then John accepted
His word and Jesus took baptism. From heaven,
God's Spirit in the form of a dove descended on
Him. A voice came from heaven, "This is my
dearly loved Son, with whom | am well pleased."”

Then Jesus was taken by the Spirit into the
wasteland. After fasting from food for forty days
and forty nights, he was hungry. Then Satan came
to test him and said, "If you are the Son of God,
give the word for these stones to become bread.”
But Jesus told him, "It is written in the scriptures,
'‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God." Satan
took Jesus to the top of the temple and said, "If you
are the Son of God, jJump down because angels will
care for you; and in their hands they will keep you
up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a
stone.” Jesus said to him, "It is written, 'Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.”" Again Satan took
Jesus to the top of the mountain and showed Him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory,
saying, "All these things I will give You if You
will fall down and worship me." Jesus said to him,
"Go, Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the
Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.™
Then Satan left and angels came and ministered to
Him. In the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus
returned back from there and started teaching,
healing and spreading the Gospel of God.
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18. Jesus Chooses 12 Disciples
Luke 5:1-11; 6:12-13; Mark 3:14-15

As Jesus was proclaiming the kingdom of God,
many people were gathering around to listen.
When Jesus was standing at a lakeside, there were
two fisherman cleaning their nets beside their
boats. Jesus sat in the boat of the one named Peter
and told him to take him farther from shore, and He
started teaching the people. After teaching, He
ordered Peter to throw his net in the deepest part of
the lake. Peter was getting tired because he had
tried all night but hadn’t caught any fish, but he
accepted His word and threw his net in the water.
They got such a great number of fish that it seemed
as if his net would break. He signalled to his
friends to help him. The fish covered the boat and
it looked like it would sink.

After seeing this Peter said to Jesus, "Oh Lord, go
away from me. | am a sinner."” When his friends
saw so many fish they were surprised. Jesus said to
Peter, "Don’t be afraid. From now on, you will
catch men." After this, Peter left his work and
followed Him. He also met a person who used to
collect taxes from the people. They really hated
him. Jesus said to him, “Follow me!" After that, he
also left all his things and followed Jesus. In this
way, many people followed Jesus. He went to the
mountain to pray and spent all night praying to
God. The next morning, Jesus called all his
followers and among them chose twelve disciples
to be with Him and to preach. He gave them
authority to cast out demonic spirits and to heal all
sorts of diseases. In this way, Jesus chose His
twelve disciples.
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19. Jesus Calms the Storm
Matthew 8:23-26, Luke 8:22-25

Jesus taught many people about the Kingdom of
God. And he said to His disciples,” Lets take a boat
to the other side of the lake." As they were going,
Jesus fell asleep in the boat. Suddenly a wind storm
came. The waves started hitting the boat, the boat
filled full of water and they were in trouble. They
became very afraid and awakened Jesus shouting,
"Master, Master save us! We are going to be
destroyed!" Jesus said to them, "Why you are
afraid? Where did your faith go?" Then He got up
and rebuked the wind and water and they ceased
and became calm. When the disciples saw this they
were astonished and said, "What kind of person is
this that even the winds and water obey Him?"

In this way He calmed the storm and showed His
authority over nature.
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20. Jesus Overcomes Demonic
Power
Mark 5:1-20

After calming the storm, Jesus came with His
disciples to the village crossing the lake. He met a
certain man who had demons. He used to live
among the tombs. Many times people tried to keep
him under control by binding him with chains, but
nobody was able to control him. He used to shout
and walk around the tomb and the mountains
everyday and injured himself, scratching himself
by the sharp stones until he was bloody. When he
met Jesus he shouted and said to Him, “Jesus, Son
of the Highest God? What have I to do with you, |
request you please don't bother me.“ Because
Jesus said him before “Unclean spirit come out of
this man.” Jesus asked him, What is your name?
"He said, "My name is Legion because we are
many” He begged Him not to command them out
to leave. There was a great herd of pigs in that
place in the mountain . The evil spirit begged Him
to go into a pigs. Then God sent the evil spirits
into the pigs. When the evil spirits went out from
the man, the pigs went down to the lake and
drowned and died. The men who took care of pigs
ran and went to the village and city to tell the news
to all the people.

When the people heard this news they came to that
place and they saw the uncontrollable man whom
they had tried binding with chains sitting quietly so
they were afraid and requested Jesus to leave that
place. As Jesus started to go, the man delivered of
the evil spirit wished to go along. But Jesus said to
him, "Go to your home and tell your family and
friends what great things God did and the great
grace you found. The man went from there and told
his family and relatives about the great things Jesus
did in his life, and also went to 10 cities. Those
who heard him were amazed. In this way Jesus
showed His authority over evil spirits.
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21. Jesus Heals and Forgives Sin
Luke 5:17-26

Jesus healed many sick people. People had seen and
heard about this. One day Jesus was in a house
teaching. There many people had come from various
places. At that time, four men brought a sick man who
was unable to use his hands or legs. Because there was
a crowd of many people and they were unable to bring
the sick man to Jesus, they opened the flat roof of the
house where Jesus was sitting and lowered down the
sick man along with his bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus
said to the sick man, "Son, I have forgiven your sins."”
But there were also some men there who thought of
themselves as righteous. They thought in their hearts,
"Who can forgive sin except God? This man is against
God." Jesus immediately knew in His spirit the thoughts
of those men and said, "Why are you thinking like this?
Is it easy to tell that man, 'your sin has been forgiven' or
to say, 'take your bed and go'?" But so that they knew
He had all authority to forgive sin on earth, Jesus said to
the sick man, "Get up, take your bed and go home!"
Then the sick man got up and went from there. All the
people there were amazed and glorified God, saying to
each together, "We have never seen this sort of thing
before!" In this way, Jesus showed people that He came
to forgive people's sins.
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22. Jesus Raises the Dead to Life
John 11:1-44

Jesus went to the place where John had baptized
Him and stayed there. There many people believed
in Him. At that time, a man came to Jesus and said,
"Oh Lord, the one you love so much, your friend,
has a very serious illness and his sisters sent me to
give this news to you. Several days after hearing
this news, Jesus went with His disciples to meet
His sick friend. As they were walking, He said to
His disciples, "My friend has already died but let
us go nevertheless. Jesus reached his friend's
village.

When He arrived there, the dead body had been in
the tomb four days already. Many people had come
to give sympathy to the dead man's sisters. Hearing
that Jesus was also coming, the oldest sister went
to Jesus, and meeting Him she said, "If you were
here my brother would not have died, but I know
whatever you ask of God, He will give to you."
Jesus said to her, "Your brother will be alive
again,” but she understood it to mean her own
resurrection from the dead. Again Jesus said, "l am
the One giving life and raising the dead. Whoever
believes in Me, although they die, will live again.
Anyone who lives in Me and believes in Me will
never die. Do you believe this?" She said, "Yes,
Lord I believe you are the Christ that came to this
world, the Son of God." Then she went and
secretly called her younger sister. They went there.
All the people were crying.

Seeing this, Jesus also was sorrowful and said,
"Where you have put my friend?" They said, "Lord
come and see." The people there said, "The man
who opened the eyes of the blind couldn't save this
man who died?" With great grief, Jesus went to the
tomb. The tomb entrance was covered with a stone.
Jesus said, "Remove the stone!" The sister of the
dead man said, "Lord, by this time the dead body
may have started to smell because it's been four
days already.” Jesus said, "If you believe, you will
see the glory of God." They removed the stone.
Jesus looked up and said, "Father God, thank you
that you hear my request. May the people here
know that you only have sent me." Then in a loud
voice He called, "Friend, come out!" Instantly the
man came out bound in his burial clothes. Jesus
said, "Free him from all the bindings and let him
go." In this way, Jesus raised the dead to life.
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23. Story of Lost Son
Luke 15:1-2, 11-32

In those days Jesus used to teach telling short and
simple stories. Sinners and tax collectors followed
him listened to his stories. Some self-righteous and
religious leaders complained, saying Jesus
associate with sinners and eats and drinks with
them. Therefore Jesus told them a short and simple
story, “there was a man who had two sons. One
day the younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give
my share of the estate.” So he divided his property
between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got together
all he had, set off to a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. So he
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to the fields to feed pigs. He
longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘how many
of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and
here 1 am starving to death! | will set out and go
back to my father and say to him: ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like
one of your hired men.” So he got up and went to
his father.

“But while he still long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
Then son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to
be called your son.’

“But his father said to his servant, ‘Quick! Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fatted
animal and killed it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. For this son of mine was lost and is
found.” So they began to celebrate.

Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he
came near the house, he heard music and dancing.
So he called one of the servants and asked him
what was going on. “Your brother has come’ he
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replied, ‘And your father has killed the fattened
calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

“The older brother became angry and refused to go
in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.
But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years
I have been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders.” Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so | could celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of your s who has squandered your
property with prostitutes comes home, you killed
the fatted animal for him!’

“My son, ‘the father said, ‘you are always with
me, and everything | have is yours. But we
must celebrate and be glade, because this
brother of yours was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.’ Through this story
Jesus taught them there will be more rejoicing
in heaven over one sinner than over one who
has not strayed. Jesus showed that he did not
come to save the righteous, but sinners.
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24 Rich Man and Poor Man
Mark 4: 33-34; Luke 16:19-31

Jesus used to teach people through stories. He told one
story to them, "There was one rich man. He used to
enjoy his life and dress with expensive clothes eating
delicious foods. There was a certain poor man whom
people used to bring and keep at the door of this rich
man. He used to eat the scraps from the rich man’s
food. Dogs would lick his sores.

After some years that poor man died. Angels took him
to Abraham in the heaven. The rich man also died and
was buried. He went to hell and there he suffered with
great pain. He lifted up his eyes where he saw Abraham
far away and Lazarus with him. He cried and said, "O
Father Abraham, please have mercy on me and send
that man to me. | am here in the flame of fire, suffering
with great pain. Let him put the tip of his finger in
water and put it on my tongue to cool me.

But Abraham said, "Son, remember, in your life time
you enjoyed many good things but the poor man had
sorrowful life. Now he is comforted here with me and
you are tormented. There is deep chasm between us so
that no one could go there nor come out from there. He
said, “Please send this man to my home because I have
five brothers; May he go and warn them; otherwise they
will also come in this painful place.”

But Abraham said, "They have the holy scriptures with
them: let them listen from there.”

Then the rich man said, “If someone came to them from
the dead, they would repent. They will listen to him and
correct themselves.” Abraham said to him, " If they
don't hear from the Holy Scripture then they will also
not believe even if someone comes back from the dead.
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25. The Last Supper
Luke 22:1-27, 39

That time it was the season of Passover. From the
time of Moses they had to celebrated in
remembrance of deliverance of slavery and how
the Israelites were spared their lives by putting the
blood of the lamb on the doorpost in Egypt. The
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus asked
Peter and one another disciple, “Go and make
preparations for us to eat the Passover.” They
asked, “Where do you want us to prepare for it.”
He replied. “As you enter the city, a man caring a
jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house
that enters, he will show you a large upper room all
furnished. Make preparations there.”

They left and found things just as Jesus had
told them, so they prepared the Passover. When the
hour came, Jesus and his disciples reclined at the
table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired
to eat this Passover with you before | suffer. For |
tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds
fulfillment in the Kingdom of God.”

While they were eating, he took bread, gave
thanks and broke it, gave it to them saying, “This is
my body given for you; do this in remembrance for
me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant of my
blood, which is poured out for you.” For he was
about to give his life as Lamb of God he who take
away sin of the world.

Also a dispute arose among them as to
which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus
said to them, “The king of the gentiles lord it over
them; and those who exercise authority over them
call themselves benefactors. But you are not to be
like that, instead, the greatest among you should be
like the youngest, and the one who rules like the
one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is
at table? But [ am among you as one who serves.”
After this Jesus taught many things to them. He
went to the mountain with his disciples for prayer
as usual.
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26. Jesus' Arrest and Crucifixion
Luke 22:39-48, 54, 66-71

Jesus was praying with his disciples but the disciples
kept sleeping. Their eyes were drowsy. Then Jesus said,
"Stay awake and pray. Don't fall into temptation
because sinful men are coming to arrest me." As He
was speaking, one of His twelve disciples who had been
sent by those opposing Him came to betray Him with a
huge group carrying swords and sticks. Arriving there,
the betraying disciple had given the people a sign,
"Seize the one whom | give a kiss." He went to Jesus'
side and kissed Him, but Jesus said, "Friend, for this
you have come, because you want to betray me with a
kiss?" Immediately those that came to arrest him seized
him in this way.

One of Jesus' disciples cut off the ear of one of one man
in the crowd but Jesus touched the man's ear and healed
it. They took Jesus to the high priest and right after
dawn took him to a large gathering and started asking
many questions but Jesus remained silent like a sheep
before the slaughter. They also took him to the official
and accused him, "We found this man deceiving our
land saying He is the Christ and the king." The official
asked Jesus, "Are you a king?" He answered, "You are
saying it." The official said, "I don't find fault in this
man." But the people there started making more
accusations. Hearing that Jesus was from another area’s
jurisdiction, He was sent to the king of that area who
also mocked and humiliated him . He sent him back to
the first official who then said, "The other king also
found no fault in him and returned him to me. Look, he
has not done anything worthy of a death penalty, so |
will release him after giving him ordinary punishment."”
At that festival time, the custom was to release one
prisoner. There was one accused of murder. Everyone
shouted that the murderer should be released but that
Jesus should be crucified.

Then the official handed over Jesus as they desired.
They made Jesus carry a large wooden cross as they
went and many people followed behind, weeping and
wailing. They gave him the death penalty along with
two criminals. When they got to the top of a hill, they
bound his hands and feet and pierced his side with a
spear and crucified him and the two criminals, one to
his left and one to his right. And Jesus said, "Oh Father,
forgive these because they don't know what they are
doing."”

Then they began mocking even more: "Save yourself so
that you may be God's Christ!" One of the crucified
criminals also said, "If you are the Christ, save yourself
and us as well!" But the other criminal said, "Don't you
fear God? Look, you and | are bearing our own
punishment but he is blameless. Jesus, remember me
when you enter your own kingdom." Jesus said, "Even
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today you will be with me." In the middle of the
afternoon, it became dark. The sun became dim and the
curtain surrounding the holiest place of the temple tore
from top to bottom. Shouting with a loud voice, Jesus
gave up His spirit. Seeing this, people glorified God and
some returned to their homes beating their chests. A
righteous man took and placed His body in a grave.
There were also some women there and they saw a
large stone placed over the grave.
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27. Jesus' Resurrection and

Ascension
Matthew 28:1-20; Luke 24:1-8; Acts 1:1-14

The morning of the third day that Jesus had been buried,
some women came to the grave. They found that the
stone had been removed from the grave but Jesus' body
was not there. They were very confused. At that time,
two angels revealed themselves and said, "Why do you
seek the living among the dead? He is alive and has
gone ahead of you showing Himself to people. Go and
tell everyone the news!" They told the news to everyone
and Jesus revealed Himself to them for 40 days and
nights and gave them a great command: "Go to all the
world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Teach them all that |
have taught you. Behold, I will always be with you until
the end of the age. | am going from you but will send
the Holy Spirit to you."

One day while sitting and eating He said, "Do not leave
this city. Expect that which was promised by the Father
because John baptized by water but after some days you
will be baptized in the Holy Spirit. After the Holy Spirit
comes you will receive power and be my witnesses
among the people around you and to the uttermost parts
throughout the world.

After saying these things, He rose upward and was lost
in the clouds while the disciples kept staring up toward
Him. They were staring toward the sky and suddenly
two angels appeared and said, "Men, why do you stare
up at the sky? Just as Jesus has risen up to heaven, He
will surely come."

Hearing this, the disciples returned from there and
gathered in a house in the nearby city to abide in
continuous prayer, expecting the promise of the Father
just as Jesus had said.
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28. Holy Spirit Comes on the Church
Acts 2:1-24,33,36-46

The disciples of the Lord Jesus gathered in a house and
were continuously praying in expectation of God's
promise. At that time, it was also the fiftieth day of a
festival celebrated by the people of that place. Suddenly
the sound like that of a big wind came from heaven and
filled the room where the disciples were. Something
like tongues of fire were seen and each part settled on
every person in the room and they all were filled with
Holy Spirit. According to that given by Holy Spirit
started speaking in different languages. Because it was
festival time, religious people from every nation under
heaven had come.

Hearing the Lord Jesus' disciples speaking in the
languages of the different places people had come from,
they started saying, "Aren't these people who are
speaking from this area? But how they are talking about
God's great works in our own languages?" They were
all surprised and started asking each other, "What does
this mean?" But others said, "They are out of their
minds from drinking strong alcohol." But Peter stood
with his friends and said, "All you who are gathered
here, brothers and sisters listen! They are not crazy as
you think. These are the things told by those speaking
for God, that in the end days this will happen. God says,
‘I will pour out my Spirit on my people. Your
descendents will speak about things of tomorrow.
Youth will see visions, old people will dream dreams.’

Listen, people of Israel, Jesus was the man who proved
to you the wonderful and mighty works of God. In
God's perfect time, he was arrested and crucified on the
cross by the hands of unrighteous people. All of you
know that the One you crucified and killed on the cross
God gave power to rise from the dead and made Him
Lord and Christ of all. The Lord poured out on these
people the same Spirit and so they are talking this way."
When the listeners heard these things, their hearts were
pierced and they said to Peter and the other disciples,
"Hey brothers, what should we do now?" Peter
answered, "Repent and be baptised for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you also will receive this gift. This gift
will be given to all those who believe in Jesus."

The disciples told them many more things about Jesus
and told them to save themselves by turning away from
the evil works of their ancestors. Then those who
accepted their message took baptism. About three
thousand people were baptized. All these people
remained devoted in the disciples' teaching, fellowship
and sharing the Lord's Supper. All the believers lived in
one place, had all things in common and shared their
meals. So, day by day God increased their numbers.
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Fast-track: Creation to Church

Before anything else, there was the one, true,
almighty God. Through His word, He created the
sun, moon, stars and all the living creatures on
earth which we can see around us. God created
man in His own image and blew His breath of life
into him. He came alive and his relationship with
God was very close. God created a woman to stay
with man and gave them authority over all things
on the earth. All created things were perfect and
holy. God blessed them to increase and be fertile
all over the earth. One day, the man and his wife
willfully disobeyed God’s command and for that
reason their relationship with God was broken.
Their love, joy and peace was replaced by fear,
unhappiness and the beginning of death. Although
God punished them for their sin, He continued to
love them more and promised to save them.

The man's descendents increased and multiplied.
They also started doing things God didn't like and
became evil. They started worshiping things
instead of God. As these corrupt generations kept
going, God found one righteous person who
obeyed Him. God gave him a promise that his
descendents would increase like the stars in the sky
and through him all the tribes throughout the earth
would be blessed. This man's decendents also
abandoned worship of the true God and started
worshiping false gods. Many years went by and
many times God warned them to return and
worship Him.

God again raised up another man to repeat His
promise. He told the people that the Savior would
be born of a virgin and He would be with the
people and teach them about the kingdom of God
and His rule. He would erase man's sin and
sacrifice His own life to restore the relationship
between God and man. When the man told this,
many people ignored his words and continued to
worship false gods.

One day God sent His son from heaven to this
earth. He was born of a virgin and she named Him
Jesus, who would be the Savior taking away man's
sin. Jesus grew up and taught people that He is the
way, truth and life. He healed sick people,
delivered people from evil spirits and said that
whoever believed in Him would receive salvation.
But people accused Him with lies and punished
Him cruelly. They blasphemed Him and killed Him
by crucifixion on a cross. He was buried in a tomb
but after three days rose again from the dead. He
presented himself to His disciples and commanded
them to tell this good news to all the people all
over the world. He went up to His heaven and
promised to send God’s empowering Holy Spirit to
His people. God’s power came from heaven onto
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the disciples and after that they boldly preached
His gospel and thousands of people accepted Him
and became His disciples. The disciples scattered
all throughout the world telling people that Jesus is
the only way to get salvation. These followers and
worshipers of Christ are called the Church.




